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 2. WELL-BEING IN REGIONS

Housing conditions 

Households spend on average 20% of their income on housing, 
but this proportion can vary up to 50% between the least and 
the most expensive regions in a country.

The availability and affordability of housing are essential 
for households to meet their basic need in terms of shelter, 
personal space, and a sense of security, including financial 
security. The number of rooms per person is a standard 
measure of whether people are living in crowded conditions; 
across OECD regions this number varies widely, from around 
half a room in Northeastern Anatolia - East (Turkey) to three 
in Vermont (united States), a difference almost twice as large 
as that observed across OECD countries. 

In 2016, regional differences in the number of rooms per 
person were largest in Canada, the united States, Spain and 
Turkey (Figure 2.8). using the number of rooms per person 
has, however, some limitations, which may hamper regional 
and international comparisons. First, it does not take into 

account the possible trade-off between the number of 
rooms in the dwelling and its location: some households 
may choose to live in smaller dwellings located in better 
serviced areas than in larger homes in less desirable 
locations. Second, it does not take into account the overall 
size of accommodation, which is generally smaller in urban 
areas than in rural areas. 

On average, people in OECD countries spend just over 
20% of their annual household gross adjusted disposable 
income on housing (and 25% for the sample of 20 countries 
in Figure 2.9). Families living in Greater London, uK and 
Vienna, Austria spend 50% more for housing than those 
in Northern Ireland and Burgenland, respectively. Housing 
expenditure exceeds 35% of household disposable income 
in the capital regions of Oslo (Norway) and Jerusalem 
(Israel); whereas it is below 20% in every region of Australia 
and the Slovak Republic (Figure 2.9).

Source

OECD (2018), OECD Regional Statistics (database), http://
dx.doi.org/10.1787/region-data-en.

Reference years and territorial level

2016 or latest available year; TL2. 

2.8: Mexico and Switzerland, 2015; Denmark, Tunisia and 
Turkey, 2014; Japan and New zealand, 2013; Belgium, 
Finland, Ireland, Norway, Poland, Slovenia and Sweden, 
2012; Canada, Greece, Italy, Portugal and united Kingdom, 
2011; France and Korea, 2010. No regional data are available 
for Chile and Iceland.

2.9: Australia, Austria, Hungary, Ireland, Israel, Italy and 
Spain, 2015; Belgium, 2014; Japan, New zealand, Poland, 
Switzerland and Turkey, 2013; Norway, 2012; Portugal, 2011. 

Further information

OECD Regional Well-Being: www.oecdregionalwellbeing.org.

Definition

The number of rooms per person is a measure of 
whether people are living in crowded conditions. It 
is measured as the number of rooms in a dwelling, 
divided by the number of people living in the dwelling. 
It excludes rooms such as a kitchenette, scullery/
utility room, bathroom, toilet, garage, consulting 
rooms, offices or shops. 

The share of household gross adjusted disposable 
income spent on housing and maintenance of the 
house as defined in the System of National Accounts 
(SNA), includes actual and imputed rentals for 
housing, expenditure on maintenance and repair 
of the dwelling (including miscellaneous services), 
on water supply, electricity, gas and other fuels, as 
well as the expenditure on furniture, furnishings, 
household equipment and goods and services for 
routine home maintenance. This measure of housing 
costs excludes household payments for interest and 
principal on housing mortgages.

http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/region-data-en
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/region-data-en
http://www.oecdregionalwellbeing.org
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2.8.  Regional differences in number of rooms per person, 2016

Large regions (TL2)
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2.9.  Housing expenditure as a share of household income, 2016

Large regions (TL2)

Ea
st

So
ut

h 
an

d 
Ea

st

N
or

th
w

es
te

rn

C
op

en
ha

ge
n 

R
eg

io
n

Al
ga

rv
e 

an
d 

C
en

tro
 re

gi
on

s

N
. G

re
at

 P
la

in

Ål
an

d

Q
ue

en
sla

ndH
ok

ka
id

o

Br
us

se
ls 

R
eg

io
n

Si
le

sia

Au
ck

la
nd

O
nt

ar
io

Ba
le

ar
ic 

I.Je
ru

sa
le

m

Is
ta

nb
ul

Vi
en

na

O
slo

 R
eg

io
n

G
re

at
er

 L
on

do
n

 10

 15

 20

 25

 30

 35

 40

 45

 50
%

Regional values National average

12 http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/888933817143

http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/888933817124
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/888933817143


From:
OECD Regions and Cities at a Glance 2018

Access the complete publication at:
https://doi.org/10.1787/reg_cit_glance-2018-en

Please cite this chapter as:

OECD (2018), “Housing conditions”, in OECD Regions and Cities at a Glance 2018, OECD Publishing,
Paris.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1787/reg_cit_glance-2018-18-en

This work is published under the responsibility of the Secretary-General of the OECD. The opinions expressed and arguments
employed herein do not necessarily reflect the official views of OECD member countries.

The statistical data for Israel are supplied by and under the responsibility of the relevant Israeli authorities. The use of such data
by the OECD is without prejudice to the status of the Golan Heights, East Jerusalem and Israeli settlements in the West Bank
under the terms of international law.

This document and any map included herein are without prejudice to the status of or sovereignty over any territory, to the
delimitation of international frontiers and boundaries and to the name of any territory, city or area.

You can copy, download or print OECD content for your own use, and you can include excerpts from OECD publications,
databases and multimedia products in your own documents, presentations, blogs, websites and teaching materials, provided
that suitable acknowledgment of OECD as source and copyright owner is given. All requests for public or commercial use and
translation rights should be submitted to rights@oecd.org. Requests for permission to photocopy portions of this material for
public or commercial use shall be addressed directly to the Copyright Clearance Center (CCC) at info@copyright.com or the
Centre français d’exploitation du droit de copie (CFC) at contact@cfcopies.com.

https://doi.org/10.1787/reg_cit_glance-2018-en
https://doi.org/10.1787/reg_cit_glance-2018-18-en

	Housing conditions
	Definition
	Source
	Reference years and territorial level
	Further information
	2.8. Regional differences in number of rooms per person, 2016
	2.9. Housing expenditure as a share of household income, 2016




