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“Making OECD standards and 
policies count on a global scale 
supports our strategic goal 
of contributing to levelling 
the playing field globally. The 
Organisation has developed 
effective tools to engage with 
its partners to foster strong, 
sustainable and inclusive 
growth in OECD member and 
partner countries in a mutually 
reinforcing way. We support key 
emerging economies to align 
themselves with the OECD’s 
globally recognised standards 
and policies.”

The Global Relations Secretariat (GRS) strengthens the OECD’s 
co-operation with partner countries and dynamic regions around 
the world and increases the impact of the OECD by supporting reform-
minded governments across the globe. 

With its Global Relations Strategy, the Organisation fosters co-operation 
with our key partners − Brazil, the People’s Republic of China, India, 
Indonesia and South Africa − and their alignment with OECD best 
practices. The Organisation makes its standards and policies count on a 
global scale via the G20 and other fora of global governance. 

GRS helps to advance reform agendas in the most important growing 
regions in the world through regional programmes in Eurasia and South 
East Europe (SEE), Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC), the Middle 
East and North Africa (MENA) and Southeast Asia. 

Specific country programmes undertaken in Kazakhstan, Morocco, Peru 
and Thailand have helped lock in national reform processes, involve 
countries in the work of OECD bodies and align them with OECD legal 
instruments. New country programmes will be discussed with Egypt and 
Viet Nam. 

Highlights of 2018-19 include the first ministerial meeting of the 
Southeast Asia Regional Programme, the ministerial meeting of the 
LAC Regional Programme on Integrity for Good Governance, the 
release of Competitiveness in South East Europe: A Policy Outlook 2018, 
the tenth anniversary of the Eurasia Competitiveness Programme 
celebrated during OECD Eurasia Week 2018 and the second Women’s 
Economic Empowerment Forum of the MENA Programme. n 
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n KEY EVENTS
l	Forum of the Southeast Asia Regional Programme: 

Connecting Southeast Asia, 11 March 2019
l	SEE High-Level Conference: Assessment of the 

Western Balkans and Turkey’s Implementation of 
the Small Business Act for Europe, 7 May 2019 

l	Western Balkans Summit: Poland-OECD High-
Level Conference − The Western Balkans in Global 
Markets, 4 July 2019

l	Central Asia Ministerial-Level Meeting on 
Competitiveness and the Legal Environment for 
Business, November 2019

l	MENA-OECD Women’s Economic Empowerment 
Forum, 27-28 November 2019

n AREAS OF FOCUS
l	OECD Global Relations, www.oecd.org/globalrelations
l	Africa, www.oecd.org/africa
l	Brazil, www.oecd.org/brazil; 
	 www.oecd.org/latin-america/countries/brazil
l	China, www.oecd.org/china
l	Eurasia, www.oecd.org/eurasia
l	India, www.oecd.org/india

l	Indonesia, www.oecd.org/indonesia
l	Latin America and the Caribbean, 
	 www.oecd.org/latin-america
l	Middle East and North Africa, www.oecd.org/mena
l	South Africa, www.oecd.org/southafrica
l	Southeast Asia, www.oecd.org/southeast-asia
l	South East Europe, www.oecd.org/south-east-europe

n KEY CONTENT
l	OECD Active with… country and regional brochures
l	SME Policy Index series: Western Balkans and Turkey 2019; 

Latin America and the Caribbean 2019; ASEAN 2018; 
	 The Mediterranean Middle East and North Africa 2018

l	Integrity for Good Governance in Latin America and the 
Caribbean: From Commitments to Action
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Integrity for Good 
Governance in Latin America 
and the Caribbean
FROM COMMITMENTS TO ACTION
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SME Policy Index

ASEAN 2018
BOOSTING COMPETITIVENESS AND INCLUSIVE 
GROWTH

SME Policy Index

ASEAN 2018
BOOSTING COMPETITIVENESS AND INCLUSIVE GROWTH

The SME Policy Index is a benchmarking tool for emerging economies to monitor and evaluate progress 
in policies that support small and medium-sized enterprises. The ASEAN SME Policy Index 2018 is a joint effort 
between the Economic Research Institute for ASEAN and East-Asia (ERIA), the Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development (OECD) and the ASEAN Coordinating Committee on Micro, Small and Medium 
Enterprises (ACCMSME). The report is the outcome of work conducted by the ten ASEAN Member States 
(Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand 
and Viet Nam).

Divided into eight policy dimensions, it builds on the previous edition of the ASEAN SME Policy Index 2014. 
The current edition presents an updated methodology which makes this document a powerful tool to assess 
the strengths and weaknesses that exist in policy design, implementation, and monitoring and evaluation 
for SMEs, and allows for a benchmarking of the level to which the ASEAN Strategic Action Plan for SME 
Development (SAP SMED) 2016-2025 has been implemented. Its objective is to enhance the capacity of policy 
makers to identify policy areas for future reform, as well as implement reforms in accordance with international 
good practices.

The report provides a regional perspective on recent developments in SME-related policies in Southeast Asia 
as well as in individual ASEAN Member States.  Based on this analysis the report provides a menu of concrete 
policy options for the region and for the individual countries.

ISBN 978-92-64-30531-1
03 2018 23 1 P

Consult this publication on line at https://doi.org/10.1787/9789264305328-en.

This work is published on the OECD iLibrary, which gathers all OECD books, periodicals and statistical databases.
Visit www.oecd-ilibrary.org for more information.
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