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GOODS TRANSPORT

There is an increasing demand for data on the transport
sector to assess its various impacts on the economy, the
environment and societies. However comparability of
transport data between countries is not always possible
worldwide due to the lack of harmonised definitions and
methods. The Glossary for Transport Statistics (4th edition)
provides common definitions to all member states of the
European Union, the International Transport Forum and
the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe.

Definition

Goods transport data refer to the total movement of goods
using inland transport modes (rail, road, inland waterways
and pipelines) on a given network. Data are expressed in
tonne-kilometres which represents the transport of one
tonne over one kilometre. The distance to be taken into
consideration is the distance actually run.

Comparability

The International Transport Forum collects, on an annual
basis from all its member countries, data on transport
statistics. Data are collected from Transport Ministries,
national statistics offices and other institution designated
as official data sources.

Overview

If global freight volumes transported by sea and air
rebounded strongly, following the 2008 economic crisis
and the collapse of world trade for rail and road freight
the recovery has been slower, reflecting domestic
economic performance more than trade.

After having been hit severely by the economic crisis,
OECD rail freight transport volumes continued to
recover and remain above their pre-crisis levels. If
OECD rail freight volumes increased by 1.1% in 2014
when compared to the previous year, in the European
Union, rail freight volume stagnated (0.3%) during the
same period to a level slightly over 405 billion ton-
kilometres. This is still 8% below their level in 2008. In
Russia, rail freight volumes continued to increase in
2014 (4.7%) with more than 2.3 billion ton-kilometres, a
level that is 8.7 % above pre-crisis volumes.

Road freight transport suffered in 2009 and recovery in
road freight has been slow. Road transport data for 2014
show an overall stagnation when compared to 2013
levels however volumes remain above their 2008 levels
(3.4% for the OECD). The increase in activity, expressed
in ton-kilometres, was 0.3 % for both the OECD and the
EU in 2014 when compared with the previous year.
However road freight activity in the emerging
economies continued to increase throughout the 2008-
14 period.
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Transport is classified as national if both loading and
unloading take place in the same country. If one of them
occurs in another country then the transport is considered
as international. The statistics on international road
transport, based on the nationality concept are different for
statistics for other modes that are based on the
territoriality concept.

Statistics based on the territoriality concept reflect the
goods and the vehicles entering or leaving a country
irrespective of the nationality of the transporting vehicle.
Statistics based on the nationality concept only reflect the
vehicles registered in the reporting country.

Although there are clear definitions for all the terms used
in transport statistics, countries might have different
methodologies to calculate tonne-kilometre. Methods
could be based on traffic or mobility surveys, use very
different sampling methods and estimating techniques
which could affect the comparability of their statistics.
The aggregate “EU28” does not include Cyprus, and for
OECD neither Chile nor Israel are included.

In case of missing data for a country, the ITF can calculate
estimates based generally on the growth rates of the
relevant region to calculate aggregated trends.

Sources

¢ International Transport Forum (ITF) (2015), Goods
transport (Database).

Further information

Analytical publications

¢ ITF (2015), ITF Transport Outlook 2015, ITF, Paris.

e OECD (2012), Strategic Transport Infrastructure Needs to 2030,
OECD Publishing.

e OECD, ITF (2010), Improving Reliability on Surface Transport
Networks, OECD Publishing.

Statistical publications

¢ ITF (2015), Key Transport Statistics, ITF, Paris.

¢ ITF (2013), Spending on transport infrastructure 1995-2011,
ITF, Paris.

¢ ITF (2012), Trends in the Transport Sector, ITF, Paris.

Methodological publications

e ITF, Statistical Office of the European Communities and
United Nations Economic Commission (2010), Illustrated
Glossary for Transport Statistics 4th Edition,
OECD Publishing.

Websites

¢ International Transport Forum,
www.internationaltransportforum.org.
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http://stats.oecd.org/Index.aspx?lang=en&SubSessionId=44423b31-9e5c-4dc0-8eac-6eb88aa1f3ec&themetreeid=24
http://stats.oecd.org/Index.aspx?lang=en&SubSessionId=44423b31-9e5c-4dc0-8eac-6eb88aa1f3ec&themetreeid=24
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/9789282107782-en
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/9789264114425-en
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/9789282102428-en
http://www.internationaltransportforum.org/Pub/pdf/15KeyStat2014.pdf
http://www.internationaltransportforum.org/Pub/pdf/13SpendingTrends.pdf
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/19991223
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/9789282102947-en
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/9789282102947-en
http://www.internationaltransportforum.org
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Inland goods transport
Billion tonne-kilometres

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014
Australia 2942 3111 3265 3480 359.1 376.4 4046 4187 4440 4796 5175 5516 588.4
Austria 458 450 457 445 499 4938 50.0 434 457 467 450 456 475
Belgium 705 677 65.6 62.1 62.1 60.7 57.0 507 509 505 . .
Canada 403.0 4348 4975 507.9 5209 5235 5130 4794 523.8 561.1 591.0 6045
Chile . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Czech Republic 632 64.8 63.4 614 69.2 67.4 695 605 685 718 68.1 75 714
Denmark 18.1 18.2 17.9 182 183 18.2 168 15.6 164 17.9 17.6 174 17.8
Estonia 144 16.1 17.3 165 16.0 149 130 1.2 122 122 109 107 96
Finland 3738 414 425 416 409 404 419 366 402 364 349 340 331
France 266.5 265.0 2703 2615 2702 2783 264.4 225.1 2300 2373 213 2168 2106
Germany 4409 4443 4701 486.4 516.8 5386 5369 4749 499.0 507.8 4919 4966 .
Greece 150 15.2 16.1 165 17.2 18.2 17.7 175 207 208 207 194 196
Hungary 315 330 367 419 484 539 535 50.1 505 51.1 507 532 553
Iceland 07 07 07 07 08 08 08 08 08 08 08 08 08
Ireland 149 16.3 17.7 185 17.9 19.3 174 121 11.0 10.0 10.0 92 99
Israel . . . . . . . . . . . .
Italy 1939 176.4 1923 2053 1899 1872 1987 1847 1917 165.0 1485 1493
Japan 3342 3447 350.1 357.8 369.7 378.1 3687 355.2 266.6 2540 2304 2352
Korea 1028 109.4 117 1110 1196 116.1 1130 108.4 1123 1145 1186 1290
Luxembourg 104 105 109 96 97 29 102 89 93 94 72 77
Mexico 2445 2493 2542 276.4 283.1 2996 3019 2808 299.1 3066 3128 313.1 .
Netherlands 813 839 89.8 889 89.1 907 917 805 %3 95.0 93.1 916 917
New Zealand 205 211 231 232 232 238 255 216 20 47 255 259 .
Norway 190 204 27 237 239 241 252 236 23 2338 243 258 264
Poland 150.1 1603 1885 196.2 2167 2386 24838 259.0 2882 2970 305.4 3315 3358
Portugal 323 295 437 456 480 495 419 379 373 402 325 392 .
Slovak Republic 259 275 289 327 330 377 395 353 367 379 38.1 395 410
Slovenia 50 53 54 56 57 62 6.2 49 57 59 53 57 6.2
Spain 2046 2123 241.1 254.1 262.6 2789 262.4 2275 226.1 2235 2156 2087 2123
Sweden 510 516 535 56.4 577 596 609 525 56.2 563 593 596 60.1
Switzerland 255 2538 271 276 290 29.1 296 276 282 291 283 292 .
Turkey 2058 1790 1782 1817 1929 204.1 229.1 2319 2415 259.4 265.2 2619 26138
United Kingdom 1839 186.4 1943 1992 2000 2047 1930 1703 18238 1855
United States 72509 72975 73736 74757 75567 75845 78829 71225 74414 77303 .
EU28 20826 21080 22664 23421 24246 25167 24824 22138 23295 23447 22862
OECD 10857.4 10 964.0 112771 114963 117180 11882.9 121856 111297 11579.4 11 962.0 122876
Brazil . . . . . . . . . " . .
China 28902 31496 371138 4162.8 4616.8 52617 77330 82483 9566.0 109795 120228 16815.1
India 11764 13355 14715 15816 17396 1881.1 20186 20927
Indonesia . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Russian Federation ~ 2657.9 29254 31924 32952 3390.1 35231 3500.1 32209 33876 35299 37396 37503 3840.1

M —= http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/888933336731

Inland goods transport
Average annual growth rate in percentage, 2004-14 or latest available period
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