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“We are fuelling an exciting 
transformation of development 
co-operation. We’re shifting 
up gears – to focus sharply 
on the impact of investments 
and partnerships on the 2030 
Agenda, rather than just on 
inputs. Are the lives of people 
in developing countries really 
improving? Is anyone being left 
behind? The resulting clarity 
on international development 
co-operation commitments will 
define, in concrete terms, its role 
in shaping ‘the world we want’ 
today, in 2030 and beyond.”

The Development Co−operation Directorate (DCD) supports 
implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development by 
promoting policy reform to increase impact on the ground, stimulating 
new co-operation modalities, adapting international measurement 
frameworks and ensuring that innovative approaches to financing 
sustainable development “leave no one behind”. The DCD supports the 
OECD Development Assistance Committee (DAC).

Throughout 2018, the DCD scaled up its efforts to improve the 
mobilisation, allocation and effective use of resources in support of 
the 2030 Agenda. We revised the reference guide for the DAC peer 
review mechanism to align it with the 2030 Agenda, thereby improving 
examinations of members’ development systems and policies. We 
studied sector financing to help co-operation providers better grasp 
the implications of the 2030 Agenda for their sector strategies, and 
we conducted groundbreaking research on “transition finance” to 
understand the behaviour of external finance as countries transition 
across the development continuum.

With the Private Finance for Sustainable Development Week in January 
2019, the DCD led a major international event with public and private 
sector stakeholders to discuss new approaches in using private finance 
to deliver the 2030 Agenda. Social Impact Investment 2019: The Impact 
Imperative for Sustainable Development provides new guidance on social 
impact investing.

States of Fragility 2018 offers more effective approaches to fragility, 
accounting for its multidimensionality. The Development Co-operation 
Report 2018 helps clarify what the “leave no one behind” pledge means 
in practice. The Global Outlook on Financing for Sustainable Development 
2019 takes a fresh look at the inter-linkages between sustainable 
development finance and policy and identifies areas for reform. n

Development Co‑operation 
Directorate 

84 . OECD / SECRETARY-GENERAL’S REPORT TO MINISTERS 2019

http://www.oecd.org/dac
https://twitter.com/OECDdev
https://twitter.com/jmoreiradasilva


DIRECTORATES . 85

n KEY EVENTS
l	Private Finance for Sustainable Development Week, 

15-18 January 2019
l	DAC Senior Level Meeting, 
	 22 February 2019

n AREAS OF FOCUS
l	Accountable and effective institutions, 
	 www.oecd.org/dac/accountable-effective-institutions
l	Aid for trade, www.oecd.org/dac/aft
l	Conflict, fragility and resilience, 
	 www.oecd.org/dac/conflict-fragility-resilience
l	DAC global relations, 
	 www.oecd.org/dac/dac-global-relations
l	Effective development co-operation, 
	 www.oecd.org/dac/effectiveness
l	Environment and development, 
	 www.oecd.org/dac/environment-development

l	Evaluation of development programmes, 
	 www.oecd.org/dac/evaluation
l	Financing for sustainable development, 
	 www.oecd.org/dac/financing-sustainable-development
l	Gender equality and development, 
	 www.oecd.org/dac/gender-development
l	Peer reviews of DAC members, 
	 www.oecd.org/dac/peer-reviews
l	Results in development co-operation, 
	 www.oecd.org/dac/results-development

n KEY CONTENT
l	Development Matters blog
l	Multilateral Development Finance: Towards a New Pact 

on Multilateralism to Achieve the 2030 Agenda Together
l	Global Outlook on Financing for Sustainable 

Development 2019: Time to Face the Challenge
l	Development Co-operation Report 2018: Joining Forces to 

Leave No One Behind

l	Sector Financing in the SDG Era
l	Social Impact Investment 2019: The Impact Imperative 

for Sustainable Development
l	States of Fragility 2018
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Development Co‑operation 
Report 2018
JOINING FORCES TO LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND

The Development Assistance Committee: Enabling effective development

Development Co‑operation Report 2018
JOINING FORCES TO LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND

When Member States of the United Nations approved the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development in 2015, 
they agreed that the Sustainable Development Goals and Targets should be met for all nations and peoples and 
for all segments of society. Governments and stakeholders negotiating the 2030 Agenda backed the ambition of 
leaving no one behind, an ambition increasingly referred to in development policies, international agendas and 
civil society advocacy.

How can we transform this ambition into reality? Policy makers, civil society and business are asking for more 
clarity on how to ensure that no one is left behind in practice. What does it mean for the design and delivery of 
economic, social and environmental policies? How should development co-operation policies, programming 
and accountability adapt? What should governments, development partners and the international community 
do differently to ensure the SDGs benefit everyone and the furthest behind first?

 The 2018 Development Co-operation Report: Joining Forces to Leave No One Behind addresses all of these 
questions and many more. It is informed by the latest evidence on what it means to be left behind from a range 
of perspectives and builds on lessons from policies, practices and partnerships that work. The report proposes 
a holistic and innovative framework to shape and guide development co-operation policies and tools that are fit 
for the purpose of leaving no one behind.

ISBN 978‑92‑64‑30365‑2
43 2018 09 1 P

Consult this publication on line at https://doi.org/10.1787/dcr-2018-en.

This work is published on the OECD iLibrary, which gathers all OECD books, periodicals and statistical databases. 
Visit www.oecd-ilibrary.org for more information.
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Global Outlook on Financing 
for Sustainable Development 
2019
TIME TO FACE THE CHALLENGE

Global Outlook on Financing for Sustainable 
Development 2019
TIME TO FACE THE CHALLENGE

The financing for sustainable development agenda promises to bring together more actors than ever before 
– from businesses, governments, philanthropists, and remitting households – to address the world’s most 
pressing problems and achieve the Sustainable Development Goals.

Yet, in spite of this promise, the financing for sustainable development gap is growing. While needs continue to 
increase, resources available to developing countries have been constrained and in some cases even declining, 
as illustrated by the recent drop in foreign direct investments. New financial instruments and interactions have 
yet to mobilise much-needed new resources in sufficient volumes. And despite significant advances, we do not 
yet fully understand the opportunities and risks faced by the various actors in this complex new global financing 
system.

This report sounds a wake-up call. To fulfil the commitments of the 2030 Agenda, and lift hundreds of millions 
of people out of extreme poverty, the international community needs to maximise the development footprint of 
existing and future resources, thereby “shifting the trillions” towards the SDGs. The first in a series, this report 
charts a forward path for the changes required in measurement, policies, and operations to achieve these 
ambitious objectives.

ISBN 978-92-64-30797-1
43 2018 10 1 P

Consult this publication on line at https://doi.org/10.1787/9789264307995-en.

This work is published on the OECD iLibrary, which gathers all OECD books, periodicals and statistical databases. 
Visit www.oecd-ilibrary.org for more information.
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Multilateral Development 
Finance
TOWARDS A NEW PACT ON MULTILATERALISM 
TO ACHIEVE THE 2030 AGENDA TOGETHER

Multilateral Development Finance
TOWARDS A NEW PACT ON MULTILATERALISM TO ACHIEVE THE 2030 
AGENDA TOGETHER

This report contributes to the broader international debate on why we need multilateralism and how to make it 
more effective to achieve the 2030 Agenda. At a time when the value of multilateralism is being questioned, the 
report provides new evidence and recommendations for a new “pact” on multilateralism. This pact would be 
founded on recognition of the mutual responsibility of sovereign states and multilateral institutions to create a 
stronger, more effective multilateral system.

The report offers a detailed overview of official development assistance (ODA) spending through the multilateral 
system. This year’s edition introduces three innovations. First, it examines the growing role of China, other 
sovereign states, philanthropy and the private sector as funders of multilateral organisations. Second, it 
analyses concessional and non-concessional spending by multilateral institutions, and discusses how 
multilateral action needs to adapt to the new development agenda. Third, it presents a new multi-dimensional 
metrics to measure the quality of multilateral funding, using financing to the World Health Organisation as a 
case study. Building on this evidence, the report outlines policy recommendations that provide a sound basis 
for principles of good multilateral donorship to deliver on the 2030 Agenda.

ISBN 978-92-64-30882-4
43 2018 11 1 P

Consult this publication on line at https://doi.org/10.1787/9789264308831-en.

This work is published on the OECD iLibrary, which gathers all OECD books, periodicals and statistical databases. 
Visit www.oecd-ilibrary.org for more information.
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Social Impact Investment 2019
THE IMPACT IMPERATIVE FOR SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT
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States of Fragility 2018

States of Fragility 2018
Three years into the 2030 Agenda it is already apparent that those living in fragile contexts are the furthest 
behind. Not all forms of fragility make it to the public’s eye: fragility is an intricate beast, sometimes exposed, 
often lurking underneath, but always holding progress back. Conflict, forced displacement, violent extremism, 
famine etc. are all causes and consequences of fragility. Hence the need to better understand, anticipate 
and respond to fragility.

States of Fragility 2018 exposes the critical challenge posed by fragility in achieving the aspirations 
of the 2030 Agenda, sustainable development and peace. It highlights twelve key aspects of fragility, 
defying common assumptions and simplistic categorisation. It documents progress made in fragile 
situations on attaining sustainable development, unveiling exit doors from the fragility trap. It then illustrates 
the current state of financing to address fragility and suggests more effective approaches, accounting 
for its multidimensionality.

Above all, the report aims to strike a balance between fragility’s inherent complexity and the degree of simplicity 
that is required for efficient policy and decision making, namely through systems-based thinking; longer-term, 
consistent aid plans; the financing of peace; and a persistent focus on human beings.

iSbn 978-92-64-30206-8
43 2018 05 1 P

Consult this publication on line at https://doi.org/10.1787/9789264302075-en.

This work is published on the OECD iLibrary, which gathers all OECD books, periodicals and statistical databases. 
Visit www.oecd-ilibrary.org for more information.
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