166 |

Doctors

Physicians, including general and specialist practitioners, comprise a central component of the health workforce and
the improvement of health outcomes. In all levels of care, doctors provide curative and preventive care to patients and
provide an essential touchpoint for access to other parts of the health system. Primary healthcare is a particularly vital
part of healthcare delivery in Latin America and the Caribbean and is undergoing rapid change: as resourcing needs
grow, and complex care becomes more prevalent around the world, novel organisational models of primary care are
adjusting towards integrated, team-based systems (OECD, 2020¢1).

Across the region, a wide variation was observed in the proportion of doctors adjusted for population, including all
general practitioners and physician specialities. Cuba, with approximately 8.4 doctors per 1 000 people, maintained
the highest rate of physicians when compared to all 33 countries in the Latin American and Caribbean region. Haiti
measured the lowest rate of physicians, at 0.2 physicians per 1 000 people. An average of 2.0 physicians per
1 000 people was observed in the region, with 12 of 33 countries measuring at or above the figure. When compared
to the average of OECD member states observed at a rate of 3.5 physicians per 1 000 population, Cuba, Uruguay,
Trinidad and Tobago, and Argentina were the countries in the region observing rates above this measure (Figure 8.1).

When measuring the share of the physician workforce identifying as women, most countries in the region perform near
or above the OECD average of nearly 50% in observed member states. With approximately 65% of physicians
identifying as women in the country, the Dominican Republic features the highest rate in the region. Brazil, at nearly
42%, features the lowest rate in the region (Figure 8.2).

In three countries in the region, updated data on the ageing physician workforce was available. Compared to an OECD
average of approximately 21% of physicians reported between the ages of 55 and 64 years of age, only Mexico scored
higher at just over 22%. Chile and Colombia reported a share in this age range below this average, each at
approximately 13%. In the share of physicians at or above 65 years of age, Chile features an older share of physicians
at 13% compared to the OECD average just over 12%. In contrast, Colombia and Mexico reported a smaller cohort of
physicians in this age range, at rates just under 5% and over 3%, respectively (Figure 8.3).

Definition and comparability

Doctors comprise all physicians providing services for patients, including both generalist and specialist care
providers. OECD Health Statistics include practising physicians, interns and resident physicians, salaried and self-
employed physicians in all service provision contexts, foreign physicians licensed to practice and actively practising
in reporting countries. Data from national sources without central registers of providers report only physicians
employed in the public healthcare system; private providers are not reflected. Breakdowns of physicians by age
and gender are reported for practising physicians only.
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Figure 8.1. Doctors per 1 000 population, latest year available
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Sources: WHO GHO 2022; OECD Health Statistics 2022 for OECD average; Ministries of Health for Argentina, Peru, Brazil and Mexico.
StatLink sasm https:/stat.link/mw7n9k

Figure 8.2. Share of women in the physician workforce, percentage, latest year available
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Source: WHO GHO 2022; OECD Health Statistics 2022 for OECD countries (except Costa Rica) and average.
StatLink Sa=m https://stat.link/vmwloc

Figure 8.3. Share of people aged 55 years or more in the physician population, percentage, latest year available
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Source: OECD Health Statistics 2022.
StatLink Sa=r https://stat.link/0ti82w
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