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H Slovenia

This country profile highlights recent policy actions related to entrepreneurship by women, youth, seniors
and immigrants. It also benchmarks key self-employment and inclusive entrepreneurship indicators for
Slovenia against the average for the European Union and reports on entrepreneurship conditions.

Conditions for inclusive entrepreneurship

The overall conditions for entrepreneurship are similar to most of the European Union (EU) Member States.
The share of the population with entrepreneurship skills and the level of administrative burden on new
start-ups are well-above average, while the share of the population of who intend to start a business and
SME lending levels are on par with EU average. These improvements may be the result of national level
initiatives to foster the business environment, such as the national online business portal e-VEM which
simplifies procedures and reduces costs related to starting a business. Much progress has been made in
making entrepreneurship more inclusive over the past decade but this progress may erode in the coming
years because some notable initiatives have ended, including the start-up subsidy for the unemployed.

Recent trends

The overall early-stage entrepreneurship rate (7%) was slightly above the EU average (6%) between 2016
and 2020, largely due to higher activity rates among youth (18-30 years old) (10% vs. 7%). Aimost a quarter
of all new entrepreneurs reported starting their business out of necessity relative to 19% on average in the
EU. This was true across all target population groups - women (32% vs. 21%), youth (20% vs. 16%) and
seniors (50-64 years old) (26% vs. 26%). However, more early-stage entrepreneurs (7%) anticipated job
creation than on average in the EU (6%), notably senior entrepreneurs (7%). Eliminating the gaps in
entrepreneurship activity rates across population groups (i.e. applying the early-stage entrepreneurship
rate of men who are 30-49 years old to the whole population) would result in 59 000 more entrepreneurs.
About 75% of these “missing” entrepreneurs are female and 60% are between 50 and 64 years old.

Self-employment rates remained stable at about 12% over the previous decade yet remained below the
EU average (14% in 2020). Among the self-employed, most are registered as private entrepreneurs
followed by farmers and own-account workers. There is a noticeable gender gap among the self-employed
as women are more than half as likely to be self-employed than men (32% vs. 68% in 2020).

Hot policy issue

The government announced a range of measures to support the self-employed and SMEs during the
COVID-19 pandemic. This included the postponement of loan payments, unemployment aid and liquidity
support for the self-employed and SMEs. Moreover, the SME Invest Romania programme offered loans to
help enterprises maintain their liquidity, working capital and investments. This programme granted
451 loans totalling to LEI 332 million (EUR 67 million) within the first three weeks.
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Inclusive entrepreneurship indicators

Figure 34.1. Entrepreneurship and self-employment in Slovenia
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Note: The EU average in panels b-d excludes Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, Lithuania, Malta and Romania. Please see Chapter 9 for
notes on the figures.
Source: Panel a: (World Bank, 2020;1; Global Entrepreneurship Monitor (GEM), 20212;; OECD, forthcomingis)); Panels b-d: (Global
Entrepreneurship Monitor (GEM), 2021y2)); Panels e-f: (Eurostat, 2021u)). Please see Chapter 9 for the full citations.

StatLink Si=Pe hitps://doi.org/10.1787/888934281733

THE MISSING ENTREPRENEURS 2021 © OECD/EU 2021


https://doi.org/10.1787/888934281733

From:
The Missing Entrepreneurs 2021
Policies for Inclusive Entrepreneurship and Self-Employment

The Missing Entrepreneurs

POLIGIES FOR INCLUSIVE ENTREPRENEURSHIP
AND SELF-EMPLOYMENT

Access the complete publication at:
https://doi.org/10.1787/71b7a9bb-en

Please cite this chapter as:

OECD/European Commission (2021), “Slovenia”, in The Missing Entrepreneurs 2021: Policies for Inclusive
Entrepreneurship and Self-Employment, OECD Publishing, Paris.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1787/d73af050-en

This work is published under the responsibility of the Secretary-General of the OECD. The opinions expressed and arguments
employed herein do not necessarily reflect the official views of OECD member countries.

This document, as well as any data and map included herein, are without prejudice to the status of or sovereignty over any
territory, to the delimitation of international frontiers and boundaries and to the name of any territory, city or area. Extracts from
publications may be subject to additional disclaimers, which are set out in the complete version of the publication, available at
the link provided.

The use of this work, whether digital or print, is governed by the Terms and Conditions to be found at
http://www.oecd.org/termsandconditions.

&) OECD


https://doi.org/10.1787/71b7a9bb-en
https://doi.org/10.1787/d73af050-en
http://www.oecd.org/termsandconditions

	34 Slovenia
	Conditions for inclusive entrepreneurship
	Recent trends
	Hot policy issue
	Inclusive entrepreneurship indicators




