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Overview: Enabling civil society 
through effective development 
co-operation 

Development Assistance Committee members, recognising the important 

development role of civil society, channel nearly USD 21 billion, or 15% of 

all bilateral official development assistance, to civil society organisations 

(CSOs). To ensure they are effectively supporting CSOs as part of enabling 

environments for civil society, members should clarify their civil society 

policies, ease the administrative burden on CSOs, and enhance CSOs’ 

legitimacy and accountability through less rigid steering of funds and 

programmes. This Overview of data, survey responses and relevant 

literature evaluates the current state of member-CSO relations and 

presents action points to further improve them. 
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