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“We are at the eve of a decisive 
decade for the planet. This 
year gives our countries 
the opportunity to gain 
a head start on adopting 
transformational policies in 
anticipation of a reinvigorated 
Environment Agenda in 2020. 
The Environment Directorate 
continues to support member 
countries in forging sustainable 
development pathways to 
help avoid and mitigate global 
ecological and humanitarian 
disruptions.”

The Environment Directorate (ENV) helps countries design and 
implement effective policies to address environmental problems 
and sustainably manage natural resources. It examines the linkages 
between the environment and economic, sectoral or social concerns in 
areas such as green growth, climate change, biodiversity, water, waste 
and the circular economy, the ocean, resource efficiency, environmental 
taxes, genetically modified crop safety, agriculture, transport, trade, 
investment and development.

In 2018, ENV led a major multilateral project to help countries move 
beyond an incremental approach to financing low-emission, resilient 
infrastructure towards the transformational agenda needed for decisive 
climate action. Financing Climate Futures: Rethinking Infrastructure 
highlights 6 transformative areas and 20 key actions to align financial 
flows with climate and development goals across planning, innovation, 
public budgeting, financial systems, development finance and cities.

ENV continues to focus on the social, environmental, economic and 
financial dimensions of the transition to low-carbon and resource-
efficient economies, including exploring the role of green finance and 
investment, and the macroeconomic implications of the transition to a 
circular economy. The 2019 Global Material Resources Outlook to 2060 was a 
first-of-its-kind, key report with global projections of materials use and 
their environmental consequences to 2060 at the global, sectoral and 
regional levels for 61 different materials (biomass resources, fossil fuels, 
metals and non-metallic minerals).

In 2019, ENV will continue its efforts to support countries in 
implementing the Paris Agreement, with a particular focus on tackling 
coastal risks, heightening mitigation ambitions and adopting a 
more circular economy. It will also further explore how to ensure a 
sustainable ocean economy. n
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n KEY EVENTS
l	Forum on Green Finance and Investment, 
	 29-30 October 2019

l	Green Growth and Sustainable Development 
Forum: Greening heavy and extractive industries – 
Innovation and fiscal sustainability, 

	 26-27 November 2019

n AREAS OF FOCUS
l	Climate change, www.oecd.org/environment/action-on-

climate-change
l	Biodiversity and ecosystems, www.oecd.org/

environment/resources/biodiversity
l	Environment in emerging and transition 

economies, www.oecd.org/environment/outreach
l	Environmental modelling and outlooks, 
	 www.oecd.org/environment/indicators-modelling-outlooks
l	Green growth, www.oecd.org/greengrowth

l	Ocean, oe.cd/ocean-brochure
l	Safety of chemicals, pesticides, biotechnology 
	 and nanomaterials, www.oecd.org/chemicalsafety
l	Resource productivity and waste, 
	 www.oecd.org/environment/waste
l	Resource efficiency and circular economy, 
	 www.oecd.org/environment/waste/recircle.htm
l	Water, www.oecd.org/water
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n KEY CONTENT
l	OECD Green Talks LIVE (webinar series)
l	OECD Environment YouTube channel, videos on the 

environment
l	OECD Environmental Performance Reviews: Czech 

Republic 2018; Hungary 2018; Australia 2019; Latvia 
2019; Turkey 2019

l	Global Material Resources Outlook to 2060: Economic 
Drivers and Environmental Consequences

l	Cost-Benefit Analysis and the Environment: 
	 Further Developments and Policy Use
l	Financing Climate Futures: Rethinking Infrastructure
l	Saving Costs in Chemicals Management: 
	 How the OECD Ensures Benefits to Society
l	Responding to Rising Seas: OECD Country Approaches 

to Tackling Coastal Risks

OECD Environmental Performance Reviews

CzECh REPubliC
2018

OECD Environmental Performance Reviews

CzECh REPubliC
The Czech Republic has made progress in decoupling economic growth from freshwater abstractions, energy 
consumption, GHG and other air pollutants emissions. However, its strong industrial base and reliance on coal 
place the country among the most energy- and carbon-intensive in the OECD and air pollution is a serious 
health concern. Progressing towards sustainable development will require strengthening political commitment 
to a low-carbon economy and implementing more cost-effective environmental policies.

This is the third Environmental Performance Review of the Czech Republic. It evaluates progress towards 
sustainable development and green growth, with special features on waste, materials management and circular 
economy and sustainable urban development.

isbn 978-92-64-30094-1
97 2018 06 1 P

Consult this publication on line at http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/9789264300958-en.

This work is published on the OECD iLibrary, which gathers all OECD books, periodicals and statistical databases. 
Visit www.oecd-ilibrary.org for more information.
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Consult this publication online at https://doi.org/10.1787/9789264308114-en

This work is published on the OECD iLibrary, which gathers all OECD books, periodicals and statistical databases.
Visit www.oecd-ilibrary.org for more information.

Financing Climate Futures
RETHINKING INFRASTRUCTURE
 
Infrastructure worldwide has suffered from chronic under-investment for decades and currently makes up 
more than 60% of greenhouse gas emissions. A deep transformation of existing infrastructure systems is 
needed for both climate and development, one that includes systemic conceptual and behavioural changes 
in the ways in which we manage and govern our societies and economies. This report is a joint effort by 
the OECD, UN Environment and the World Bank Group, supported by the German Federal Ministry for the 
Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety.  It focuses on how governments can move beyond 
the current incremental approach to climate action and more effectively align financial flows with climate 
and development priorities. The report explores six key transformative areas that will be critical to align 
financial flows with low-emission and resilient societies (planning, innovation, public budgeting, financial 
systems, development finance, and cities) and looks at how rapid socio-economic and technological 
developments, such as digitalisation, can open new pathways to low-emission, resilient futures.

OECD/The World Bank/UN Environment (2018), Financing Climate Futures: Rethinking Infrastructure, 
OECD Publishing, Paris, https://doi.org/10.1787/9789264308114-en.
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Global Material Resources 
Outlook to 2060
ECONOMIC DRIVERS AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONSEQUENCES

Global Material Resources Outlook to 2060
ECONOMIC DRIVERS AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES

This report presents global projections of materials use and their environmental consequences, providing 
a quantitative outlook to 2060 at the global, sectoral and regional levels for 61 different materials (biomass 
resources, fossil fuels, metals and non-metallic minerals). It explains the economic drivers determining the 
decoupling of economic growth and materials use, and assesses how the projected shifts in sectoral and 
regional economic activity influence the use of different materials. The projections include both primary and 
secondary materials, which provides a deeper understanding of what drives the synergies and trade-offs 
between extraction and recycling.

The report projects a doubling of global primary materials use between today and 2060. Population and 
converging per capita income growth drive the growth in materials use. However, structural change, especially 
in non-OECD countries, and technology improvements partially dampen that growth. Metals and non-metallic 
minerals are projected to grow more rapidly than other types of materials.

ISBN 978-92-64-30744-5
97 2018 44 1 P

Consult this publication on line at https://doi.org/10.1787/9789264307452-en.

This work is published on the OECD iLibrary, which gathers all OECD books, periodicals and statistical databases. 
Visit www.oecd-ilibrary.org for more information.
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Responding to Rising Seas
OECD COUNTRY APPROACHES TO TACKLING COASTAL 
RISKS

Responding to Rising Seas
OECD COUNTRY APPROACHES TO TACKLING COASTAL RISKS

There is an urgent need to ensure that coastal areas are adapting to the impacts of climate change. Risks in 
these areas are projected to increase because of rising sea levels and development pressures. This report 
reviews how OECD countries can use their national adaptation planning processes to respond to this challenge. 
Specifically, the report examines how countries approach shared costs and responsibilities for coastal risk 
management and how this encourages or hinders risk-reduction behaviour by households, businesses and 
different levels of government. The report outlines policy tools that national governments can use to encourage 
an efficient, effective and equitable response to ongoing coastal change. It is informed by new analysis on the 
future costs of sea-level rise, and the main findings from four case studies (Canada, Germany, New Zealand and 
the United Kingdom).

ISBN 978-92-64-31247-0
97 2019 05 1 P

Consult this publication on line at https://doi.org/10.1787/9789264312487-en.

This work is published on the OECD iLibrary, which gathers all OECD books, periodicals and statistical databases. 
Visit www.oecd-ilibrary.org for more information.
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Saving Costs in Chemicals 
Management
HOW THE OECD ENSURES BENEFITS TO SOCIETY

S
aving

 C
o

sts in C
h

em
icals M

an
ag

em
ent   H

O
W

 T
H

E
 O

E
C

D
 E

N
S

U
R

E
S

 B
E

N
E

F
IT

S
 T

O
 S

O
C

IE
T

Y

http://www.greengrowthknowledge.org/event/oecd-green-growth-and-sustainable-development-ggsd-forum-2019
http://www.greengrowthknowledge.org/event/oecd-green-growth-and-sustainable-development-ggsd-forum-2019
http://www.greengrowthknowledge.org/event/oecd-green-growth-and-sustainable-development-ggsd-forum-2019
http://www.greengrowthknowledge.org/event/oecd-green-growth-and-sustainable-development-ggsd-forum-2019
http://www.oecd.org/environment/action-on-climate-change
http://www.oecd.org/environment/action-on-climate-change
http://www.oecd.org/environment/resources/biodiversity
http://www.oecd.org/environment/resources/biodiversity
http://www.oecd.org/environment/outreach
http://www.oecd.org/environment/indicators-modelling-outlooks
http://www.oecd.org/greengrowth
http://oe.cd/ocean-brochure
http://www.oecd.org/chemicalsafety
http://www.oecd.org/environment/waste
http://www.oecd.org/environment/waste/recircle.htm
http://www.oecd.org/water
http://www.oecd.org/env/green-talks-live.htm
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1zY5tHvV6CqtfRxS_1gS0w
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL30E2933C96762D6E
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL30E2933C96762D6E
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/environment/oecd-environmental-performance-reviews_19900090
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/environment/oecd-environmental-performance-reviews_19900090
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/environment/oecd-environmental-performance-reviews_19900090
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/environment/global-material-resources-outlook-to-2060_9789264307452-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/environment/global-material-resources-outlook-to-2060_9789264307452-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/environment/cost-benefit-analysis-and-the-environment_9789264085169-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/environment/cost-benefit-analysis-and-the-environment_9789264085169-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/environment/financing-climate-futures_9789264308114-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/environment/saving-costs-in-chemicals-management_9789264311718-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/environment/saving-costs-in-chemicals-management_9789264311718-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/environment/responding-to-rising-seas_9789264312487-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/environment/responding-to-rising-seas_9789264312487-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/environment/oecd-environmental-performance-reviews_19900090
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/environment/financing-climate-futures_9789264308114-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/environment/global-material-resources-outlook-to-2060_9789264307452-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/environment/responding-to-rising-seas_9789264312487-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/environment/saving-costs-in-chemicals-management_9789264311718-en


From:
Secretary-General's Report to Ministers 2019

Access the complete publication at:
https://doi.org/10.1787/d4b4a55c-en

Please cite this chapter as:

OECD (2019), “Environment Directorate”, in Secretary-General's Report to Ministers 2019, OECD
Publishing, Paris.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1787/ccca6b6c-en

This work is published under the responsibility of the Secretary-General of the OECD. The opinions expressed and arguments
employed herein do not necessarily reflect the official views of OECD member countries.

This document, as well as any data and map included herein, are without prejudice to the status of or sovereignty over any
territory, to the delimitation of international frontiers and boundaries and to the name of any territory, city or area. Extracts from
publications may be subject to additional disclaimers, which are set out in the complete version of the publication, available at
the link provided.

The use of this work, whether digital or print, is governed by the Terms and Conditions to be found at
http://www.oecd.org/termsandconditions.

https://doi.org/10.1787/d4b4a55c-en
https://doi.org/10.1787/ccca6b6c-en
http://www.oecd.org/termsandconditions

	Environment Directorate



