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ACRONYMS AND ABBREVIATIONS

ASER Annual Status of Education Report

CEFR Common European Framework of Reference 

DOK Depth of knowledge

EGMA Early Grade Mathematics Assessment

EGRA Early Grade Reading Assessment

ESCS Economic, social and cultural status

ETS Educational Testing Service

IAG International Advisory Group 

IALS International Adult Literacy Survey

ICT Information and communications technology

LAMP Literacy Assessment Monitoring Programme

LLECE �Laboratorio Latinoamericano de Evaluación de la Calidad de la Educación  
(Latin American Laboratory for Assessment of the Quality of Education)

NC National Centre

NPM National Project Manager

OECD Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 

PASEC �Programme d’Analyse des Systèmes Éducatifs de la CONFEMEN  
(CONFEMEN Education Systems Analysis Program)

PGB PISA Governing Board 

PIAAC Programme for the International Assessment of Adult Competencies

PIRLS Programme in International Reading Literacy Study

PISA Programme for International Student Assessment 

PISA-D PISA for Development 

SACMEQ Southern and Eastern Africa Consortium for Monitoring Educational Quality

SDG Sustainable Development Goal 

SES Socio-economic status 

STEP Skills Toward Employment and Productivity

TAG Technical Advisory Group

TIMSS Trends in International Mathematics and Science Study

UIS UNESCO Institute of Statistics

UNESCO United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization

UNICEF United Nations Children’s Fund

WEI-SPS World Education Indicators’ Survey of Primary Schools

Acronyms and Abbreviations



This Chapter provides an overview of the Programme for International 
Student Assessment (PISA) and explains how the PISA for Development 
(PISA-D) project was developed in response to a review of the experience 
of middle-income countries in PISA. It describes what PISA-D adds to 
PISA, including enhancements to the cognitive test and contextual 
questionnaires, an assessment of the out-of-school population, and 
support for building the capacity of participating countries to implement 
international large-scale assessments and use assessment results to 
support evidence-based policy making. The Chapter also discusses how 
PISA-D contributes to the monitoring and achievement of the Education 
Sustainable Development Goal (SDG), which emphasises quality and 
equity of learning outcomes for children, young people and adults.
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