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 Poverty Access to basic services

Dynamics of growth, 
jobs and inequalities in 

East Africa

Despite agriculture’s low 
productivity and declining 

contribution to GDP, it employs 

Labour  Employment

The gender gap in employment 
has been decreasing slowly are more likely 

to operate in the 
informal sector, 

as self-employed 
or wage workers

Women

almost 
60% of the 

labour 
force 1991 2017

1.39
1.41

Ratio of male-to-female employment

GDP per capita has 
tripled since 1990

Growth TradeService-led growth
The services sector grew, driven 

by informal and non-tradable 
services, while industry has 

remained constant

Primary goods compose 
half of total exports

while 70% of imports 
are finished goods
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Extreme poverty rate

20131990

56%
33%

Extreme poverty rate decreased, 
but 104 million people remain 

in extreme poverty 

Large variations exist 
across countries 
and between urban 
and rural populations

Only 37% of the 
population has access 

to electricity,

48% to drinking 
water

and 20% to 

sanitation 
services.
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