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Foreword

This new annual report, Africa’s Development Dynamics, analyses the continent’s 
development policies. It presents a fresh narrative on Africa’s development, assessing the 
economic, social and institutional performance in light of targets of the African Union’s 
Agenda 2063. This first edition examines the relations between growth, employment and 
inequalities in Africa and draws strategic policy implications. 

Africa’s Development Dynamics 2018 is the product of a collaborative approach. It results 
from a unique, broad partnership between the African Union’s Commission for Economic 
Affairs and the OECD Development Centre. A team of academic researchers, economists, 
statisticians, and other experts from Africa and diverse world regions contributed to this 
edition. 

The report contains eight chapters. The first offers an overview of Africa’s 
development dynamics and its integration into the global economy. The second chapter 
introduces five key trends shaping the continent’s current and future development 
dynamics. Chapters 3 to 7 focus on Africa’s five regions as defined by the Abuja Treaty. 
They provide detailed analyses of growth, employment and inequalities and offer tailored 
policy recommendations for each region. The final chapter wraps up the analysis by 
recommending ten policy actions that can help Africa achieve its development targets.

The statistical annex, published online, contains the latest economic, social and 
institutional indicators across African countries for which data is comparable. This 
compilation of policy-relevant data can inform decision makers, advisors, business 
analysts, private sector actors, journalists, non-governmental organisations and engaged 
citizens around the globe interested in measuring African countries’ development 
trajectories. 



From:
Africa's Development Dynamics 2018
Growth, Jobs and Inequalities

Access the complete publication at:
https://doi.org/10.1787/9789264302501-en

Please cite this chapter as:

African Union Commission/OECD (2018), “Foreword”, in Africa's Development Dynamics 2018: Growth,
Jobs and Inequalities, OECD Publishing, Paris/African Union Commission, Addis Ababa.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1787/9789264302501-1-en

This work is published under the responsibility of the Secretary-General of the OECD. The opinions expressed and arguments
employed herein do not necessarily reflect the official views of OECD member countries.

This document and any map included herein are without prejudice to the status of or sovereignty over any territory, to the
delimitation of international frontiers and boundaries and to the name of any territory, city or area.

You can copy, download or print OECD content for your own use, and you can include excerpts from OECD publications,
databases and multimedia products in your own documents, presentations, blogs, websites and teaching materials, provided
that suitable acknowledgment of OECD as source and copyright owner is given. All requests for public or commercial use and
translation rights should be submitted to rights@oecd.org. Requests for permission to photocopy portions of this material for
public or commercial use shall be addressed directly to the Copyright Clearance Center (CCC) at info@copyright.com or the
Centre français d’exploitation du droit de copie (CFC) at contact@cfcopies.com.

https://doi.org/10.1787/9789264302501-en
https://doi.org/10.1787/9789264302501-1-en



