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Foreword

The international Producer Price Index Manual (PPI Manual) published by the IMF
in 2004 constituted a landmark for international standards on price measurement. It
contains detailed, comprehensive information for the compilation of producer price
indices as well as an extensive coverage of conceptual and theoretical issues. The joint
Eurostat-OECD Methodological Guide for Developing Producer Price Indices for
Services (SPPI Guide) is a complement to the PPI Manual in two ways: it focuses on
service specific aspects in the PPI compilation by further developing the conceptual
framework and it adds detailed descriptions of PPI measurement for a series of service
industries.

Over the past decade, the field of service producer price indices (SPPI) has developed
further. Considerable methodological and practical progress has been made by both
European Union (EU) and non-EU OECD countries, resulting in a significant increase in
the availability of SPPI. This second edition of the SPPI Guide signifies this considerable
progress. It updates and replaces the first edition of the Guide that was published in 2005.
It aims to help countries in developing SPPIs by sharing experiences and lessons learnt in
the collection of data and the compilation of indices.

The second edition of the SPPI Guide has three objectives: first, to propose a global
and comprehensive framework that improves the understanding of problems related to the
specific nature of services: many services are unique, they are not repeated, at least not in
a fully comparable manner, or they might be customer specific; second, to identify
practical solutions implemented by countries for developing SPPIs for specific service
industry (e.g. transport and storage, information and communication services, and
professional, scientific and technical services); third, to promote new methodologies that
in some cases are still under development (e.g. financial intermediation, insurance, human
health activities) and for which the sharing of experiences and expertise will contribute to
address remaining issues and challenges.

The electronic version of the second edition of the SPPI Guide is available on the
websites of the OECD and Eurostat. The SPPI Guide should be considered as a ‘living
document’; in due course, it will be revised and updated, to incorporate additional service
industries and to address particular issues in greater detail. It is hoped that this Guide will
advance the development of services producer price indices in the OECD region and
beyond, thus providing better information for decision-making and analysis.

We trust that this second edition of the Methodological Guide for developing
producer price indices for services will foster the compilation, the understanding and the
use of producer price indices for services.
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