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Switzerland

Recent policy developments
●● The New Regional Policy  (NRP) was launched in  2008. A working group called “NPR 

2016+” was created in 2012 with representatives from the Confederation and cantons, to 

evaluate the impact of the NRP for the first programming period 2008‑15 in view of the 

preparation of the new multi-year programme 2016‑23. 

●● There have been efforts to promote further inter-cantonal collaboration. Existing inter-

cantonal concordats have tended to be mostly bilateral tax treaties aimed at eliminating 

double taxation, or focused on joint initiatives for physical infrastructure. Around 25% of 

the NRP funds are set aside for these projects, although cantons frequently do not make 

full use of the funds. 

●● In 2011, the Federal Council decided to continue the Federal Agglomeration Policy. It 

asked the Federal Office for Spatial Development (ARE) and the Federal Secretariat for 

Economic Affairs (SECO) to submit, in 2014, a framework proposal for the agglomeration 

policy for 2016‑19. There are 50  statistically defined agglomeration areas, but each 

agglomeration area is free to establish its own perimeter and develop an agglomeration 

programme. Agglomeration areas benefit from an infrastructure fund, largely for 

transport infrastructure projects, and from a fund for model projects.

Government structure
Municipal-level  

governments
Intermediate-level  

governments 
Regional or state-level  

governments

Federation 2 408 26

Regional development policy

Lead ministry(ies) 
or committees

Federal Secretariat for Economic Affairs (SECO)

Regional development 
framework

The Federal Law on Regional Policy (2006) set the stage for the New Regional Policy (NRP) 2008‑15 
period, with a focus on economic development and inter-cantonal co‑operation in targeted areas that 
include: rural and mountainous areas; border regions; and areas with specific structures.

Urban development policy

Lead ministry(ies) 
or committees

Federal Office for Spatial Development (ARE); SECO

Urban policy framework  
or strategy

The Federal Agglomeration Policy (Agglomerationspolitik des Bundes, initially 2001, to be renewed 
in 2014), focuses on city economic attractiveness, quality of life, limiting urban sprawl and maintaining a 
network of urban areas (polycentrism).

Rural development policy

Lead ministry(ies) 
or committees

SECO; Federal Office for Agriculture (OFAG)

Rural policy framework  
or strategy

The Federal Law on Regional Policy (2006) set the stage for the New Regional Policy (NRP) 2008‑15 
period, with a focus on economic development and inter-cantonal co‑operation in targeted areas that 
include: rural and mountainous areas; border regions; and areas with specific structures. 
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Regional disparities in unemployment trends 
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Switzerland

Highest rate in 2012 Ticino 6.9% 

OECD

Lowest rate in 2012 Central Switzerland 2.7%

The unemployment rate in Swiss regions varied from  6.9% in 
Ticino to 2.7% in Central Switzerland. The youth unemployment 
rate reached almost 18% in Ticino.

12 http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/888933108890

The importance of urban areas
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In Switzerland, 56% of the population lives in cities of different 
sizes. The share of population in metropolitan areas (urban 
areas with more than  500 000 inhabitants) is 35%, compared 
to 49% in the OECD area.

Contribution to national GDP growth for Switzerland does not 
appear in the figure, due to lack of comparable time series over 
the period 2000‑10.

12 http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/888933108909

The role of sub-national governments in public finance

76.4
72.2

84.1

63.3
72.3

50.0

61.7

39.9

51.9

33.2

43.7

19.6

0
10
20
30
40
50
60
70
80
90

100
Sub-national government as a % of general government (2012)

Direct
investment

Staff
expenditure

Public
procurement

Expenditure Tax revenue Debt

Switzerland OECD Education and social protection are the two  largest 
spending items for SNGs in Switzerland: together they 
represent 47% of sub-national expenditure, compared 
to 39% in the OECD area.

12 http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/888933108928

Regional differences in GDP per capita levels

This map is for illustrative purposes and is
without prejudice to the status of or sover-
eignty over any territory covered by this map.

Source of administrative boundaries: National
Statistical Offices and FAO Global Administrative
Unit Layers (GAUL).
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Switzerland had the 10th lowest regional disparities in GDP per capita. The Swiss national average of GDP per capita is more than  
30% higher than the OECD average.



From:
OECD Regional Outlook 2014
Regions and Cities: Where Policies and People Meet

Access the complete publication at:
https://doi.org/10.1787/9789264201415-en

Please cite this chapter as:

OECD (2014), “Switzerland”, in OECD Regional Outlook 2014: Regions and Cities: Where Policies and
People Meet, OECD Publishing, Paris.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1787/9789264201415-45-en

This work is published under the responsibility of the Secretary-General of the OECD. The opinions expressed and arguments
employed herein do not necessarily reflect the official views of OECD member countries.

This document and any map included herein are without prejudice to the status of or sovereignty over any territory, to the
delimitation of international frontiers and boundaries and to the name of any territory, city or area.

You can copy, download or print OECD content for your own use, and you can include excerpts from OECD publications,
databases and multimedia products in your own documents, presentations, blogs, websites and teaching materials, provided
that suitable acknowledgment of OECD as source and copyright owner is given. All requests for public or commercial use and
translation rights should be submitted to rights@oecd.org. Requests for permission to photocopy portions of this material for
public or commercial use shall be addressed directly to the Copyright Clearance Center (CCC) at info@copyright.com or the
Centre français d’exploitation du droit de copie (CFC) at contact@cfcopies.com.

https://doi.org/10.1787/9789264201415-en
https://doi.org/10.1787/9789264201415-45-en



