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Ireland

Recent policy developments
 ● a review of the national spatial strategy, and an associated pause in its implementation 

pending the formulation of a replacement strategy.

 ● abolition of 80 town councils in all urban areas outside the major cities – announced in 

October 2012 and due to take effect in May 2014.

 ● increased centralisation, with a transfer of funds from local government to central 

quangos (e.g. water infrastructure becomes the responsibility of a new public utility 

called “irish Water”).

 ● Reducing the territorial approach to development as endogenous partnerships become 

subject to local authority co-ordinating controls. Details are currently being formulated 

by an “alignment Working group”, which includes civil society, local development, local 

authority and civil service representatives.

Government structure
Municipal-level  
governments*

Intermediate-level  
governments 

Regional** or state-level  
governments

Unitary 114 2 regional authorities; 
2 regional assemblies

* Ongoing local government reform will be implemented as of the local elections of May 2014: the 114 local authorities 
will be replaced by 31 new entities.
** as a result of a process of centralisation, which is in part associated with restoring fiscal solvency, the regional tier 
of government (in the form of the eight regional authorities) is due to be abolished and the two regional assemblies, 
which up to now have been responsible for the co-ordination of Eu-funded programmes, are to be reconfigured and 
will increase to three (from two).

Regional development policy

Lead ministry(ies) 
or committees

Department of Environment, Community and Local Government

Regional development 
framework

The eight regional authorities have formulated and revised regional planning guidelines so as to ensure 
the co-ordination of municipal (county and city) level plans and the contribution of all planning tiers to 
the objectives of the National Spatial Strategy (2002-20).

Urban development policy

Lead ministry(ies) 
or committees

Urban policy framework  
or strategy

Rural development policy

Lead ministry(ies) 
or committees

Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine (including CAP Pillar II) and Department of 
Environment, Community and Local Government

Rural policy framework  
or strategy

White Paper on Rural Development (1999)
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Regional disparities in unemployment trends 
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Highest rate in 2012 Border, Midland and Western 16.5%

Lowest rate in 2012 Southern and Eastern 14.1%

in recent years, the unemployment rate has soared in irish regions 
such as Border, Midland and Western (16.5%), where the youth 
unemployment rate reached 33.9% in 2012.

12 http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/888933108016

The importance of urban areas
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in ireland, 56% of the population lives in cities of different sizes. 
the share of population in the metropolitan area of Dublin (the 
only urban area with more than  500 000 inhabitants) is 38%, 
compared to 49% in the OECD area.

12 http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/888933108035

The role of sub-national governments in public finance
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Education and general public services are the two largest 
spending items for sngs in ireland: together they 
represent 50% of sub-national expenditure, compared 
to 40% in the OECD area.

12 http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/888933108054

Regional differences in GDP per capita levels 

This map is for illustrative purposes and is
without prejudice to the status of or sover-
eignty over any territory covered by this map.

Source of administrative boundaries: National
Statistical Offices and FAO Global Administrative
Unit Layers (GAUL).
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ireland had the 12th smallest regional disparities in gDP per capita in OECD countries in 2010. in the previous decade, regional growth 
varied from +2.8% annually in southern and Eastern to +2.2% in Border, Midland and Western.



From:
OECD Regional Outlook 2014
Regions and Cities: Where Policies and People Meet

Access the complete publication at:
https://doi.org/10.1787/9789264201415-en

Please cite this chapter as:

OECD (2014), “Ireland”, in OECD Regional Outlook 2014: Regions and Cities: Where Policies and People
Meet, OECD Publishing, Paris.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1787/9789264201415-29-en

This work is published under the responsibility of the Secretary-General of the OECD. The opinions expressed and arguments
employed herein do not necessarily reflect the official views of OECD member countries.

This document and any map included herein are without prejudice to the status of or sovereignty over any territory, to the
delimitation of international frontiers and boundaries and to the name of any territory, city or area.

You can copy, download or print OECD content for your own use, and you can include excerpts from OECD publications,
databases and multimedia products in your own documents, presentations, blogs, websites and teaching materials, provided
that suitable acknowledgment of OECD as source and copyright owner is given. All requests for public or commercial use and
translation rights should be submitted to rights@oecd.org. Requests for permission to photocopy portions of this material for
public or commercial use shall be addressed directly to the Copyright Clearance Center (CCC) at info@copyright.com or the
Centre français d’exploitation du droit de copie (CFC) at contact@cfcopies.com.

https://doi.org/10.1787/9789264201415-en
https://doi.org/10.1787/9789264201415-29-en



