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Foreword 

One hundred and thirty-six countries, covering 83% of global carbon emissions, have committed to 

net-zero greenhouse gas emission targets in the coming decades, including almost all OECD countries. 

As the OECD International Programme for Action on Climate (IPAC) has stated, climate risks will only be 

significantly reduced if net-zero carbon emissions in 2050 are reached. The challenge is turning country 

commitments and ambitions into actual outcomes and pathways to carbon neutrality.  

This report aims to help policy makers fill the gap between targets and required actions in sectors where 

reaching climate neutrality will be particularly challenging. It goes further by identifying which specific 

regions will be most affected by the transformations needed in these sectors, including through the prism 

of socio-economic impacts and related infrastructure needs.  

Taking climate action to the regions can help us gain the momentum we need and make the transition just. 

Many subnational governments and cities have set more ambitious targets than their national 

governments, highlighting how important they are to scale up action. 

Emissions are often concentrated in some regions. As the OECD Regional Outlook 2021 showed, in most 

OECD countries, industrial emissions per capita in a few large subnational regions are a high multiple of 

the national average.  

The impact on jobs also differs strongly. The share of jobs in sectors at risk of job loss is twice the national 

average or more in large subnational regions.    

The socio-economic context also differs across regions. Some are better able to undertake needed 

transformations and deal with them than others, for example because their firms are more technologically 

advanced or their workers better trained.  

This report presents data analysis on all of these dimensions for European regions, reflecting the 

availability of consistent data for European Union (EU) countries, including from the EU’s emission trading 

system.  



4    

REGIONAL INDUSTRIAL TRANSITIONS TO CLIMATE NEUTRALITY © OECD 2023 
  

Acknowledgements 

This report was jointly produced by the OECD Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions and Cities 

(CFE), led by Lamia Kamal-Chaoui, Director. This report was produced as part of the Programme of Work 

of the Regional Development Policy Committee (RDPC). It was produced with the financial support of the 

European Commission Directorate-General for Regional and Urban Policy (DG-REGIO).   

The report was co-ordinated and co-authored by Andrés Fuentes Hutfiler under the supervision of 

Rüdiger Ahrend, Head of the Economic Analysis, Statistics and Data Division of CFE. Co-authors are also: 

Daiana Derecichei and Jolien Noels (Chapter 1), Jolien Noels and Valentina Ventricelli (Chapter 2), 

Christine Krüger, Ansgar Taubitz,  Frank Merten (Wuppertal Institute) and Ronald Halim (Equitable 

Maritime Consulting) (Chapter 3), and Jaebum Cho, Daiana Derecichei, Jolien Noels and Valentina 

Ventricelli (Chapter 4).  

Alexander Lembcke, Paolo Veneri and Éric Gonnard provided statistical resources and advice. The report 

was copy-edited by Eleonore Morena and prepared for publication by Pilar Philip. Nikolina Jonsson and 

Carlos Lerma Poveda provided invaluable technical and editing support.  

The OECD would like to thank Catherine Wendt, Sander Happaerts and Myriam Bovéda (European 

Commission, DG-REGIO) for their ongoing support. Ana Maria Dobe, Joachim Maes (DG-REGIO) and 

Chris Bolesta (DG-ENER) from the European Commission provided useful comments. The authors are 

also indebted to Nadim Ahmad, Oriana Romano, Jenny Vyas, Isabelle Chatry, Stephan Raes, Cécile 

Séguinaud and other OECD colleagues for their comments.  

The authors would also like to thank Philippe Monfort (DG-REGIO), Monika Bańka (European Chemical 

Regions Network), Tom Van Ierland (DG-CLIMA), Frank Siebern-Thomas (DG-EMPL) and all other 

participants of the Regional Industrial Transitions to Climate Neutrality workshop, hosted by DG-REGIO 

and the Just Transition Platform, for their active participation and discussions. 



From:
Regional Industrial Transitions to Climate
Neutrality

Access the complete publication at:
https://doi.org/10.1787/35247cc7-en

Please cite this chapter as:

OECD (2023), “Foreword”, in Regional Industrial Transitions to Climate Neutrality, OECD Publishing, Paris.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1787/873fbc5b-en

This work is published under the responsibility of the Secretary-General of the OECD. The opinions expressed and arguments
employed herein do not necessarily reflect the official views of OECD member countries.

This document, as well as any data and map included herein, are without prejudice to the status of or sovereignty over any
territory, to the delimitation of international frontiers and boundaries and to the name of any territory, city or area. Extracts from
publications may be subject to additional disclaimers, which are set out in the complete version of the publication, available at
the link provided.

The use of this work, whether digital or print, is governed by the Terms and Conditions to be found at
http://www.oecd.org/termsandconditions.

https://doi.org/10.1787/35247cc7-en
https://doi.org/10.1787/873fbc5b-en
http://www.oecd.org/termsandconditions

	Foreword
	Acknowledgements




