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Foreword

The Latin American Economic Outlook (LEO) analyses critical aspects related to 
sustainable and inclusive development in Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC). Since 
the LEO’s launch in November 2007, the annual report has compared LAC’s performance 
with that of other regions, analysed main development challenges and put forward policy 
recommendations, experiences and good practices.

The LEO benefits from the expertise and inputs of co-authors. Since 2011, the LEO 
has been published in conjunction with the United Nations Economic Commission for 
Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC). In 2013, the CAF – Development Bank of Latin 
America joined the team of authors. Since LEO 2018, the European Commission joined as 
a main partner.

This 13th LEO, Digital Transformation for Building Back Better, focuses on the role of digital 
transformation as a tool to foster development in the region, in particular in the context 
of the current coronavirus (Covid-19) crisis. It emphasises the need for a comprehensive 
approach, with national development plans (NDPs) aligned with digital agendas (DAs), 
and international partnerships, which are essential to reap the benefits of the digital 
transformation. It also presents macro-structural challenges in the context of the 
pandemic and urges implementation of further national and international actions for a 
response in the region. The unprecedented crisis comes at a time of high aspirations and 
reinforces the need to transform the region’s development model.

This work is published under the responsibility of the Secretary-General of the OECD. The opinions expressed and
arguments employed herein do not necessarily reflect the official views of the member countries of the OECD or its
Development Centre, those of the United Nations or those of the Corporación Andina de Fomento (CAF) or the
European Union.

This document, as well as any data and map included herein, are without prejudice to the status of or sovereignty over
any territory, to the delimitation of international frontiers and boundaries and to the name of any territory, city or area.

The statistical data for Israel are supplied by and under the responsibility of the relevant Israeli authorities. The use of
such data by the OECD is without prejudice to the status of the Golan Heights, East Jerusalem and Israeli settlements in
the West Bank under the terms of international law.

Note by Turkey
The information in this document with reference to “Cyprus” relates to the southern part of the Island. There is no single
authority representing both Turkish and Greek Cypriot people on the Island. Turkey recognises the Turkish Republic of
Northern Cyprus (TRNC). Until a lasting and equitable solution is found within the context of the United Nations, Turkey
shall preserve its position concerning the “Cyprus issue”.

Note by all the European Union Member States of the OECD and the European Union
The Republic of Cyprus is recognised by all members of the United Nations with the exception of Turkey. The
information in this document relates to the area under the effective control of the Government of the Republic of Cyprus.

Please cite this publication as:
OECD et al. (2020), Latin American Economic Outlook 2020: Digital Transformation for Building Back Better, OECD Publishing,
Paris, https://doi.org/10.1787/e6e864fb-en.
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